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Violence marked gunman’s past 


Firearms blamed: It’s 
wrong to cite mental 


illness, experts say 
By Joe Garofoli 


President Trump on Monday attrib- 


uted the slaughter of 26 people in a 


Texas church — the nation’s third mass 


killing in five weeks — to “a mental 
health problem,” saying it wasn’t a 
“guns situation.” 


“He’s wrong on two counts,” said 


Michael Stone, professor of clinical 


psychiatry at Columbia University and 
author of “The Anatomy of Evil,” who 
has studied 360 of the most notorious 
mass murders of the past century. “It is 
a gun issue. And there are very few 
mass murderers who are certifiably 


crazy.” 


Critics say blaming mass killings on 
Mental health continues on A8 
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Irene and Kenneth Hernandez pay their respects at a makeshift memorial to 
the 26 people who were slain Sunday at a church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


» Taking a stand: Warriors’ coach Steve Kerr speaks out against gun violence. 
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Texas massacre: 
Shooter assaulted 
ex-wife and her child 


By Jim Vertuno, Will Weissert 
and Paul J. Weber 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas — 
The gunman who killed 26 people at a 
small-town Texas church had a history 
of domestic violence and sent threat- 
ening text messages to his mother-in- 
law, a member of First Baptist, before 
the attack in which he fired hundreds 
of rounds at helpless worshipers, au- 
thorities said Monday. 

A day after the deadliest mass shoot- 
ing in state history, the U.S. military 
acknowledged that it did not submit the 
shooter’s criminal history to the FBI, as 
required by the Pentagon. If his past 
offenses had been properly 

Shooting continues on A8 


Harpreet Singh Kohli, an H-1B visa holder, has lunch with his family at a Sikh temple in San Jose. 


Concern on the minds 
of work visa holders 


Uncertainty has grown in year since Trump’s election 


By Trisha Thadani 


The fears escalated for Har- 
preet Singh Kohli under the glow 
of a TV screen last year, when his 
daughter broke down at the sight 
of the words strung across the 
screen: “TRUMP WINS 2016 
ELECTION.” 

“This is not good for our coun- 
try,” his daughter, then 8, cried. 
Even at her young age, she knew 
she was a USS. citizen — and her 
father was not. “This is not good 
for you.” 

One year later, as Kohli sits 


with his family in a sprawling 
Sikh temple in San Jose as he 
does nearly every Sunday, he 
worries his daughter may have 
been right. For the thousands of 
foreigners like him who hold an 
H-1B visa, it has been a dizzying 
year of anti-immigrant rhetoric, 
memos and executive orders from 
an administration that is seeking 
to stem the flow of foreigners 
coming into the country. 

The day after the election, wor- 
ries about what the new president 
would do to the H-1B visa pro- 
gram manifested in different 


ways: One H-1B holder from 
India put off buying a house. 
Another immediately filed for 
citizenship in Canada. Another 
left his car and home keys witha 
friend before leaving for an over- 
seas business trip — just in case 
he wasn’t allowed back into the 
country. 

To the casual observer, these 
reactions might seem extreme. 
The H-1B program is enshrined 
in law, and Congress, tied up in 
disputes over health care and 
taxes, hasn’t taken up immigra- 

Visas continues on A9 
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>» Weapons for 
sale: President 
Trump urges 
Japan to buy U.S. 
military equip- 
ment for its own 
safety and to 
generate jobs in 
America. A2 


» Timeline: How 
the administra- 
tion has affected 


work-based 
immigration since 
it took over. A9 


3-person 
carpool 
rule may 
spread 


Officials seeking 
to speed traffic 
in diamond lanes 


By Michael Cabanatuan 


For decades, traffic-clogged 
Interstate 80 has been the only 
Bay Area freeway to require that 
vehicles contain at least three 
people to legally enter the carpool 
lane. But it could lose that dis- 
tinction. 

Stretches of three other Bay 
Area freeways — Interstate 880 in 
the East Bay, Highway 237 in the 
South Bay and Highway 101 on 
the Peninsula — are now being 
eyed for the three-or-more re- 
quirement as their carpool lanes 
slow to a crawl. 

Transportation officials, local 
politicians, business and environ- 
mental groups, and commuters 
will start discussing the idea in 
public meetings beginning early 
next year — and Steve Heminger, 
executive director of the Met- 
ropolitan Transportation Com- 
mission, knows the discussion 
will be contentious. 

“This is going to stir up some 
ruckus,” he said at a meeting of 
an MTC committee last week. 
“People are very particular about 
these lanes. They have been ac- 
customed to expect that, with the 
exception of the Bay Bridge corri- 
dor, two people is a carpool. 
We're going to try to change that 
so three people is a carpool, and 
change is always hard.” 

But change is necessary, trans- 
portation officials say. As Bay 
Area traffic congestion thickens, 
carpool lanes have slowed well 
beneath federal standards, and 
Caltrans is obligated to do some- 
thing to speed them up. 

Federal regulations consider a 
carpool lane “degraded” if the 
average traffic speed during the 

Lanes continues on AZ 
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» Yemen mis- 
sile: Saudi Ara- 
bia accuses Iran 
of military ag- 
gression. A4 

» Election: 
Virginia race 
seen as referen- 
dum on presi- 
dent. A6 


» Escape: Two 
inmates flee 
courthouse in 
Palo Alto. C1 
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» Warriors: Tenacious defense leads cold-shooting 
Golden State to 97-80 win over Miami. B1 


» Television: Writer Jill Soloway gives scrutiny to patri- 
archy and social media in San Francisco visit. E1 7 


Weather 

Sunny. 

Highs: 58-67. 
Lows: 38-53. B8 
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